TEP PRETEST -FINAL -3-23-10
Please answer all questions as indicated by directions on the bar. 1) You are working in a rural ER when a 45 year old woman arrives with a complaint of chest pain. She was recently released from jail after being arrested for DUI. She states she has been under a lot of stress because she is going through a divorce, her children are in college, and she lives alone. In passing, she mentions that she has not been able to get out of bed for days and that her life is not worth living. Patient denies regular use of alcohol prior to the DUI. Telemedicine Psychiatry consult recommends that she be admitted. You agree that the patient needs to be admitted and complete the involuntary commitment papers. No psychiatric hospital beds are available and you are instructed to call for a bed in 3 days. 3) A family practice physician calls to advise you that he is sending a patient to the ED due to recent worsening of psychotic symptoms. He cautions you that the patient may tell you that he does not want to be hospitalized. In the Emergency Department the patient is pleasant and cooperative. He is well oriented and reports that he has been hearing voices for several weeks, but has no suicidal or homicidal thoughts. The medical evaluation is negative and there are no psychiatric beds available.
Would you feel comfortable starting this patient on antipsychotic medication and arranging for outpatient follow-up? not comfortable very comfortable 4) A 75 year old woman arrives in the ED with a delusion that her bedridden neighbor has been trying to hurt her. The police report that the patient went to her neighborâ€™s home with a butcher knife demanding that she stop trying to harm her. The patient was brought to the ED by police for evaluation. The patient has been medically cleared. This is a holiday week-end and there are no psychiatric beds available for at least another 3 days and no psychiatrist is on call.
Would you feel comfortable starting treatment with an antipsychotic medication while this patient is waiting for involuntary admission to a psychiatric hospital? 
